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Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars for the following services.  All of 

these services will be at St. Vincent DePaul Parish in 

Shepherd starting at 4 pm.  We will continue our 

pattern of having services on the second Sunday of the 

month.  So, get into the habit of reserving the Second 

Sunday for Faith Weavers. 

October 11, 2009 - Mass led by Fr. Joe Schabel 

We will have a soup, salad, and potato bar dinner after 

this service. 

November 8, 2009 - Prayer Service led by Joe 

Frankenfield 

We will have a Thanksgiving dinner with all the 

trimmings as part of our social after this prayer service. 

December 13, 2009 - Mass led by Fr. Fred Kawka 

This will be our Christmas celebration with special 

visitors and gifts for the children. 

Date Time Activity 

October 11th  4 pm Mass led by Fr. Joe Schabel 

November 
8th 

4 pm 
Prayer Service led by Joe 
Frankenfield 

December 
13th   

4 pm Mass led by Fr. Fred Kawka 

 

Charitable Contributions 

So far this year, your generosity has supported grants of 

$28,500 to local, national, and international charitable 

organizations.  This money has come from your monthly 

donations and income from the Faith Weavers 

Endowment Fund.  

The Service and Justice Committee and the Friends of El 

Salvador Committee do the work of identifying 

recipients for these gifts.  Charities receiving money 

include the Association of Interfaith Ministries (AIM), 

Woodland Hospice, St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry, 

Marynoll Lay Missionaries, Central Michigan Chapter of 

the Red Cross, Next Step of West Michigan, Listening 

Ear and others. We have also supported the 

construction of a chapel in Miramar, El Salvador.  The 

donation to Listening Ear supports the Adopt-a-Family 

program.  This is a pilot program we funded last year.  It 

has been a big success and Listening Ear is looking for 

more sponsors to expand the program this year.  

Tornado Picnic - Another Success 

The Faith Weavers 3rd annual July Tornado picnic 

was a success!  About 50 members challenged 

Mother Nature and came out to celebrate.  With a few 

prayers (and maybe an inside line from Fr. Jeff!) we 

were blessed with a beautiful afternoon/evening.  

Todd Galgoci once again engaged everyone in fun, 

entertaining and sometimes wet activities.  I am not 

sure who enjoyed throwing the soaked sponges 

more, the children or Rich Parr and Jim Hornak!!   

Many thanks to all who provided dishes and 

beverages to pass - no one went away hungry!  It was 

a wonderful opportunity to get together share a 

meal, visit with friends and enjoy the connection of 

our Faith Weavers Community.   

Please mark your calendars for next year in late July 

as we plan to continue this tradition. 
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Friends of El Salvador ɀ Sharing Our 

Blessings 

The Friends of El Salvador Committee is continuing its 

activities to assist our needful friends in the rural Baja 

Lempa region of El Salvador, especially in our sister 

parish of Miramar. 

The most notable project this year is construction of 

Miramar’s chapel. We have paid $6,500 towards this 

project which is very close to completion. We are very 

grateful for your support in making this chapel a reality 

for the people of Miramar.  This chapel, as depicted in 

the accompanying photo, has been the “dream” of the 

Miramar community.  It will be ready for the double 

celebration in December of the 15th anniversary of the 

village and the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of 

Mary, the village patron.  Along with photos of the 

chapel’s construction, the people of Miramar sent us 

“many well wishes” and gratitude for our support of this 

project. 

This fall we’re engaging in two important fundraising 

efforts.   

The first is our annual campaign for funding of high 

school scholarships for rural 

Salvadoran youth.  The 

scholarships, through which 

we’re supporting 26 students in 

2009, are intended to help 

young people remain in school, 

against severe social and 

economic odds. The 

scholarships provide money for 

expenses not paid by 

government; school uniforms, 

supplies, transportation, etc.  

Faith Weavers support has 

assisted dozens of impressive 

young people. Members of Faith 

Weavers who have visited El 

Salvador have had the good 

fortune to meet many of these 

students.  Continuing this 

program is a high priority. 

Our second current fundraising effort is directed toward 

eliciting support from Central Michigan Catholic 

parishes for enabling two rural Salvadoran 

communities, Planatar and Betania, to improve hygiene 

and life quality through building sanitary outhouses.  

This project is a follow-up to our successful support for 

the building of 37 outhouses in the community of 

Milagro de Dios in 2007-8. 

Since last October, Faith Weavers (through thoughtful 

contributions of members, grants from the Faith 

Weavers Charitable Foundation, and gifts from 

generous added participants) has provided over 

$18,000 for projects and activities benefiting Salvadoran 

communities. 

Friends of El Salvador activities, which began in 1997 at 

St. Mary’s University Parish, are one of the ways we 

“weave faith into life.”  Thanks to all for support in 

sharing our blessings. 

Are you interested in participating in the Friends of El 

Salvador Committee?  If so, contact Dave Dreyer (989-

386-3693 or djddreyer@gmail.com) or Tom Moore 

(773-3250 or moore1tj@cmich.edu). 

  

mailto:djddreyer@gmail.com
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Faith Weavers Financial Report 

For the Six-Months Ending September 30, 2009 

Donations   $20,498 100% 

Expenses    

- Charitable Giving $9,027  44% 

- Services $2,641  13% 

- Administration $1,438  7% 

Total Expenses  $13,106  

Donations over 
Expenses  $7,392 36% 

Beginning Balance  $12,761  

Ending Balance  $20,153  

 

This financial report is a measure of your generous 

support for the Faith Weavers of St. Mary community 

and the good works it conducts.  The donations include 

the continuing support received at our monthly prayer 

services plus the donations designated for the Friends 

of El Salvador.  This report shows expense of Faith 

Weavers in dollars and as a percent of donations.  So far 

this year we have given 44% of donations to others in 

our local, national, and international communities.  

But, the year is not over yet!  Your generosity continues 

to exceed our expectations and we will be putting your 

donations to work in supporting charitable 

organizations in this time of great needs. The service 

and justice committee is meeting in October to identify 

more charities to receive money from us. We plan to 

maintain a cash balance for one year’s worth of 

activities and money above this amount will be given to 

worthy groups. 

 Because most of the work is done by volunteers, we 

have very low operating costs.  Thirteen percent of 

donations were use to conduct the monthly prayer 

services and social gatherings.  Seven percent covered 

administrative costs such as insurance premiums, and 

supplies.   

Faith Weavers Endowment Fund 

The Faith Weavers Endowment Fund has been active 

this year.  The initial amount of $181,277 received from 

the Diocese of Saginaw has been invested in mutual 

fund securities and the balance has grown to $207, 063 

on September 30, 2009.  The Board of Trustees has 

authorized grants of $10,500 in December of 2008 and 

another $9,000 in July of 2009.  The total $19,500 has 

been distributed to charitable organizations this year.  

Here is a financial report for the Endowment Fund for 

this year: 

Faith Weavers Endowment Fund 

Statement of Income and Expenditures 

For the Nine Months Ending September 30, 2009 

 

Contributions $ 50 
Appreciation in Market Value  $41,335 
Dividends  $3,551 

Total Contributions, Appreciation and 
Dividends   $45,335 

Grants $19,500 
Expenditures $49 

Total Grants and Expenditures  $19,549 

Net Increase in Fund Balance $25,785 
Beginning Fund Balance $181,277 

Ending Fund Balance $207,063 
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Christmas Outreach 

Christmas will be here before we know it, and the 

Christmas Outreach committee is back at work.  

Faith Weavers has always taken a special interest in 

the Christmas stockings that are given to each family 

with children.  Thanks to those of you who have 

already purchased items for the stockings.  We 

especially need small toys this year:  yo-yos, small 

slinkys, jacks, small puzzles, etc.  The free toys from 

McDonald's, Burger King and others are very 

welcome.  We also need thin coloring books (8 1/2 X 

11) or activity books (5 X 7).  If you see these on 

special, please buy all you can.  Usually, Walgreen's, 

for example, has a special at 3 or 4 for $1.00.  

Sometimes they let you buy more than the usual 

maximum.  If not, don't be shy about going in and out 

3 or 4 times.  We really need these, at that price!  We 

also need small stuffed animals for the top of the 

stockings.   

We have stockings cut that need to be sewn.  If you 

are willing to sew some stockings, contact Eileen 

Jennings (773-5185). We will provide more 

information later about where to deliver items and 

other opportunities for volunteering.  

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 

Mass 

We thought the children would like to make 

ornaments for the Christmas tree we will have at our 

December gathering. We have a couple of Christmas 

ornaments for your kids to make and they can keep 

after the December social.  They will be available at 

our November Faith Weavers celebration.  If you 

ÃÁÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÅÎ, just contact Sue Karmon and she 

will make sure you get them. 

Invite a Friend to a Gathering 

It is hard to believe that we are starting our 4th year as 

Faith Weavers of St. Mary.  We remain a viable small 

faith community supporting one another in weaving 

faith into life.  We continue to support our communities 

at the local, national, and international level through 

prayer and charitable works. 

Our monthly gatherings are well attended with 

meaningful worship, inspirational homilies and 

wonderful socializing.  In short we have a lot of fun 

doing good for ourselves and others. 

 Our faith community is a treasure to be shared with 

others.  Please invite your friends to come to one of our 

gatherings and get to know our community.  We know 

what a blessing our community has been to each of us 

over the years.  Our community is strong because we 

share our time, talent, and treasures with others.  

Inviting someone into our community is another 

opportunity to extend the gift of ourselves to others. 


